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WELCOME
THE OPENING HYMN
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
Now all the vault of heav’n resounds
In praise of love that still abounds:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Eternal is the gift He brings,
Therefore our heart with rapture sings:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Now still He comes to give us life
And by His presence stills all strife.
Christ has triumphed! He is living!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
Set heart and will on things above
That we conquer through Your triumph;
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day
That by our lives we truly say:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Adoring praises now we bring
And with the heav’nly blessed sing:
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!”
Be to the Father and our Lord,
To Spirit blest, most holy God,
All the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”, by Paul Z. Strodach
Text: ©1958 Augsburg Fortress Publishers.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708987.

THE INVOCATION
(Gathering for worship in the name of God)
Pastor:

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation:

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor:

Glory and honor, dominion and power be to God forever and ever.

Congregation:

Christ is risen! Alleluia! Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN AND THE GOOD NEWS OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

Congregation:

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)

Pastor:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Congregation:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation:

Amen.
THE EPISTLE LESSON

1 John 3:1-7
1

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And
that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends,
now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that
when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in
him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is
lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no
sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or
known him. 7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous,
just as he is righteous. (NIV)

THE GOSPEL LESSON
Luke 24:36-49
36

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace
be with you." 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them,
"Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have." 40 When he
had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of
joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 42 They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 44 He said to them, "This is what I told you
while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the
Prophets and the Psalms." 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46
He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." (NIV)
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE SERMON HYMN
“With High Delight Let Us Unite”
With high delight
Let us unite
In songs of great jubilation.
Ye pure in heart,
All bear your part,
Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation.
To set us free
Forever, He
Is ris’n and sends
To all earth’s ends
Good news to save ev’ry nation.
True God, He first
From death has burst
Forth into life, all subduing.
His enemy
Doth vanquished lie;
His death has been death’s undoing.
“And yours shall be
Like victory
O’er death and grave,”
Saith He, who gave
His life for us, life renewing.
Let praises ring;
Give thanks, and bring
To Christ our Lord adoration.

His honor speed
By word and deed
To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation.
So shall His love
Give us above,
From misery
And death set free.
All joy and full consolation.
“With High Delight Let Us Unite”, Martin H. Franzmann
Text: ©1969 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708987.

THE SERMON
The Proclaimer of the Message today is the Rev. Dr. Jon Salminen.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
THE LORD’S PRAYER
All:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE BLESSING
Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and
give you peace.

Congregation:

Amen.

Pastor:

Christ is Risen!

Congregation:

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
THE CLOSING HYMN
“Spread the Reign of God the Lord”
Spread the reign of God the Lord,
Spoken, written, mighty Word;
Ev’rywhere His creatures call
To His heav’nly banquet hall.
Tell how God the Father’s will
Made the world, upholds it still,
How His own dear Son He gave
Us from sin and death to save.
Tell of our Redeemer’s grace,
Who, to save our human race
And to pay rebellion’s price,
Gave Himself as sacrifice.
Tell of God the Spirit giv’n
Now to guide us on to heav’n,
Strong and holy, just and true,
Working both to will and do.
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