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To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ…Ephesians 4:12 
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Healing for a Hurting World 
 
I had a seminary professor who once said (tongue in cheek of course) “Ministry would be great 
if it wasn’t for the people.” He was alluding to the fact that it is one thing to learn about ministry 
in a classroom setting—it is quite another to deal with all the hurt and brokenness that exists in 
our fallen world and in the lives of the people we are called to minister to in the name of our 
Lord Jesus.   
 
With all due respect to my professor, I have to say that ministry is great because we have 
something substantial, something real, something wonderful to offer the hurting people of this 
world and that is a relationship with the God of the brokenhearted. It is in the context of 
ministering to hurting people that the jewel of Christianity sparkles most brilliantly. Whether it is 
ministering to people with severe illnesses, ministering to people with broken relationships or 
ministering to people who have gone astray and now are reaping the fruit of their sinful 
choices; we have a God who has suffered and thus is able to help us in our suffering. I love 
the way the book of Hebrews puts it, “Because he himself (Jesus Christ) suffered when he 
was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted” (Hebrews 2:18) and “For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way just as we are—yet was without sin. Let 
us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help us in our time of need” (Hebrews 4:15-16). 
 
As you read this article I challenge you to ponder your life. Are there hurts that are in need of 
God’s healing? Are there temptations that have entangled your heart from which you need to 
be delivered? Be honest with yourself and with God. He already knows what you need but 
humble yourself as a dearly loved child and let your heavenly Father hear from you, what is on 
your heart. But more than just evaluating your life, ponder the deep and awesome love of God 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit who desire to bring real healing to your life and bind up the 
broken hearted (Isaiah 61:1). 
 
As I so often do in my newsletter articles, I want to invite those of you who have gotten out of 
the habit of worshiping our Lord Jesus to join us for worship. Understand that you have a 
church family here at Epiphany and fellow brothers and sisters in Christ who love you and 
want to be Christ’s Body to support you in your journey toward eternity.   
 
Yours in Christ’s healing love, 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Jon 
 

A DIFFERENT SERVICE TIME DURING ADVENT 
 

This year, in order to meet the needs of our aging congregation, we are changing the Midweek 
Advent Service times. This year we will have a noon and a 7:00 p.m. service. In the past some 
who don’t drive at night weren’t able to attend because it gets dark so early. Hopefully this will 
give all our members (and guests) the opportunity to worship on Wednesdays in December.   
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BILL PAY 
 
Have you ever gotten to church and realized that you forgot to write your check for your 
offering and your checkbook is at home? No need to worry again even while on vacation! 
Set up Epiphany through Bill Pay at your bank! Just call Debbie in the church office (281-485
-7833) to get your account number for Bill Pay to place in the memo on your check. Then 
complete the Bill Pay set up with Epiphany as a “bill”. The information you need is below.  
 
Epiphany Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 2461 
Pearland, TX 77588 
 
This can be done online or by phone to your bank. What better way to manage your 
stewardship pledge! 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
 
We have also partnered with Vanco in order to offer Online Giving. There are two ways you can 
participate in this:  
  
1. Go to www.ShiningTheLight.org and click on the green “Online Giving” button. You will be 

redirected to another page where you can set up a one-time gift or set up a recurring gift. (If 
you already use bill pay, please continue to do that.)  

  
2. Download the Give+ App for Android or iPhone. Search for Epiphany Lutheran Church by 

name or zip code (77581), click on Epiphany, then follow the instructions to give from your 
phone. 

  
Online Giving (or through the app) is simply one more avenue to express the thankfulness and 
joy we have for what our God has done for us in Jesus.  

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 

abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work.  

 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
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BUILD DAY 
Light Fest 

Your help is needed to expand our lights!  
Join us for our LIGHT FEST BUILD DAY on    
Saturday, November 16 from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon. We will also need many adult and 
youth volunteers to string lights, set up and 
serve at Light Fest. More information and 
register to help at www.ShiningTheLight.org. 

Light Fest  

An evening of food, music, children’s activities, 

living nativity and LIGHTS!   
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Epiphany’s Health Ministry is sponsoring two CPR classes, one on Saturday, 
October 12, 2019 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. in room 203 of the AFLC and one on 
Saturday, October 19, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. - Noon in room 205 of the AFLC. 
All members, age 16 to adult, are invited to attend. This is not a certification 
class but will prepare you to perform CPR in an emergency setting. The cost is 
$30.00. 
 

Knowing how to do CPR is an important skill to have and especially important 
for those who serve in Epiphany’s worship ministries such as elders, ushers, 
greeters, Welcome Center volunteers and nursery workers; everyone can 
benefit from these classes. A light snack will be available prior to the class. If 
you have any questions, please contact Donna Ellwanger.  
 

Please RSVP to Donna by October 9 as class size is limited.  
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Gulf Coast Zone Fall Rally  

Epiphany Lutheran Church/LWML 

Bible Study based on Proverbs 25:11 

Speaker: Pastor David Johnson 

Sunday, October 20 at 2:30 p.m. 

  Freewill offering 

Dinner at 4:30 p.m. 

ALL Epiphany Ladies are invited! 
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Join the adult choir for a choral workshop experiencing 
new Christmas music for 2019. Be inspired to join the choir 
for the Advent/Christmas season. Our guest clinician is 
Milton Pullen - acclaimed Artistic Director of the Bay Area 
Chorus, nationally celebrated conductor, professor, 
educator and recipient of the 2010 Texas Choirmaster 
Award (the highest honor conferred by the Texas Choral 
Directors Association). His heart for music is unwavering. 
He inspires singers of all ages and abilities!  

 A light lunch will be provided at the conclusion of the event! 

CHRISTMAS - TIDE SINGERS  
AND LEARNERS!    

 

A CHORAL WORKSHOP  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 

 9:00 - 11:00 A.M. 
SANCTUARY  
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CAMPING TRIP 
October 11-14, 2019 

Texana Park and Campground  

Do you love the outdoors? Fellowship? Fun? 
Then consider joining the Camping Ministry on 
our upcoming trip. We will be camping at 
Texana Park and Campground (we are in slot 
77) from October 11-14. On Sunday morning we 
have a group breakfast and campfire church 
service. Book your camping spot near us 
at http://www.brackenridgepark.com.   
 
If you have any questions please reach out to 
Tammy Green. 

http://www.brackenridgepark.com/
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ANYONE WITHOUT CHRIST IS A MISSION FIELD. 
ANYONE WITH CHRIST IS  A MISSIONARY BY 
VOCATION. - REV. DR. DAVID KIM 

Did you know?  
 
As of 2015, more than 6.65 million people live in the greater Houston area (that 
number is even larger now). Here are some facts:   
 
- 41% speak a language other than English at home. 

- 70,000 are refugees from other countries. 

- 200+ different language groups are represented. 

- AND, fewer than 20% total have an active faith in Jesus. That’s less than 1.5 

million! Over 5 million people in the greater Houston area alone need the Gospel 

of Jesus. 

Glocal’s mission is to seek the lost, disciple the found and multiply disciple-makers and churches 
locally and globally in order to reach those who do not yet know Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. The Rev. Dr. David Kim, founder of Glocal, will be joining us on Sunday, October 6, 2019, 
to share with the Adult Bible Class and with The Light what Glocal is doing to bring the Gospel, 
and also how you can help support Glocal.  

Ministry Highlights: Quilting Ministry 
 

Did you know… 
 
The Quilting Ministry is one of the ministries that functions with no cost to 
Epiphany. How can that be? All of the quilts are made with donated fabric, 
recycled fabric and fabric scraps. Also, all sewing machines, irons and ironing 
boards have been donated. Our quilters make 
serviceable quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  
 
You do not have to know how to quilt to be a part 
of this ministry. They need people who can tie 
knots, iron fabric and cut fabric. Meetings are held 
on the third Monday and the fourth Wednesday of 
each month from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in room 202 of 
the AFLC. If you are interested in joining the 
Quilting Ministry, please contact Lillian Barath.  
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Luther Quest 
October 27  || 6-8 PM 

5th - 6th Graders 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 
10/01  Allison Oberlies 
10/02  Peyton Soderstrom-Rathje 
10/02  Jeremy Broussard 
10/02  Sandra Lange 
10/03  Matthew Hay 
10/03  Colin Silberfein 
10/03  Ruth Berdine 
10/03  Christina Hay 
10/04  Amy Rubright 
10/04  David Albert 
10/04  Jeanne Bogar 
10/04  Arthur Harmon 
10/05  Danielle Chancellor 
10/05  Nicole Manning 
10/08  Steve Spurling 
10/11  Dawn Clark 
10/11  Diana Brown 
10/12  Annsley Grych 
10/13  Jack Hamilton 
10/13  Mannie Steglich 
10/14  John Cloeter 
10/15  Kim Munoz 
10/15  Dillon Keels 
10/15  Cregg Dombrosky 
10/15  Steven Turner 
10/15  DeAnna Rathje 
10/16  Tiffany Harmon 
10/17  Avery Manning 
10/17  David Maly 
10/17  Blake Elliott 
10/18  Mary Vijjeswarapu 
10/18  Art Broussard 
10/18  Larry Kelley 
10/20  Edward Ashmawee 
10/21  Nora Sailor 
10/21  Matthew Stevens 
10/21  Diane Carver 
10/22  Anna Lentz 
10/22  Merle Toomes 
10/22  Sydney Hardaway 
10/22  Dale Green 
10/22  Sverre Andersen 
10/22  Nikky Walliser 
10/23  Ruth Ziehr 
10/23  Cash Elston 
10/24  Lillian Barath 
10/24  Garret Riveness 
10/24  Richard Armstrong 
10/24  Meredith Ackerman 
10/26  Greg Chancellor 
10/27  Danny Underwood 
10/27  Steve Wynn 
10/27  Karen Helton 
10/28  Caleb Maly 

10/28  Linda Knudson 
10/28  Johnnie Walther 
10/29  Nancy Monsees 
10/29  Jennifer Ward 
10/29  Mikayla Crews 
10/30  Brad Freeman 
10/30  Sharon Nieto 
10/31  Dianne Weiss 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
10/02  Ruel & Jane Wiley 
10/04  Justin & Misty Paden 
10/06  Tony & Sue Ellyn Kunkel 
10/06  Bob & Sandra Lange 
10/06  Bob & Wanda Wood 
10/07  Garret & Sherry Riveness 
10/08  Michael & Cecelia Ganje 
10/09  Gene & Ginger Green 
10/10  Jeff & Jennifer McGinley 
10/10  Mike Reynolds & Frieda Miller 
10/12  Donald & Amanda Hayes 
10/12  Ed & Kathleen Kaspar 
10/14  Lou & Laura Russo 
10/15  Dennis & Diana Ballard 
10/16  Vernon & Vivian Chudej 
10/16  Jeff & Dawn Lester 
10/17  David & Kerri Keels 
10/18  Lester & Mary Andrews 
10/20  John & Marlo Gordon 
10/20  Steve & Teresa Spurling 
10/22  Bert & Martha Balzer 
10/22  Art & Becky Broussard 
10/24  James & Deborah Nester 
10/28  Brad & Sharla Hollis 

 

 

www.ShiningTheLight.org 

 

 
 
 
 

WE’RE 
SAVING A 
SEAT FOR 

YOU! 
COME 

JOIN US! 
 

 
 
 
 

Annual Budget Forum & 
Lunch 

Sunday 
October 27, 2019 

AFLC Gym 
(after the late services) 

 
Learn about the proposed 
budget for 2020. This budget 
will affect all of Epiphany’s 
ministries and the finances of 
our church in the coming year. 
This is the time for all members 
to ask questions about the 
proposed budget. 
 

And then ... 
 

Voters’ Meeting & Lunch 
Sunday 

November 10, 2019 
AFLC Gym 

(after the late services) 
 
This meeting will conclude the 
budget process with the 
members’ approval. 
 

LET’S HAVE A RECORD 
TURNOUT FOR THESE VERY 

IMPORTANT MEETINGS! 
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